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Dear reader,

In front of you lies the report of the efforts of the IFMSA
delegation to the Second Special Session of the World Health
Assembly. This session took place in November 2021 and it was
only the second ever, after the first special session took place a
year before that due to the pandemic. This most recent special
session was a historic one, because it focused on a potential new
instrument for pandemic preparedness and response. Through
this report you can gain further understanding and insights into
this instrument and its importance.

The World Health Assembly is the highest decision-making body
of the World Health Organization. The IFMSA is, together with the
International Pharmaceutical Students’ Federation, a platform to
ensure that youth is present at this high-level gathering.
Especially as we consider pandemic preparedness and response,
the unique perspective of youth is essential - not only for a better
tomorrow but also an improved today. 

To ensure that this perspective was indeed shared, it is important
to underline that the IFMSA was represented by an incredible
delegation of IFMSA Officials and a representative from the
International Veterinary Students’ Association (IVSA). These
delegates did an incredible job to ensure our stances are part of
this historical debate. 

I am grateful for the efforts of the delegation and invite you to
read this report to gain insight into this historical moment as well
as the specific efforts of our Federation. Please do not hesitate to
get in touch with any questions or suggestions.

With warm regards,
Iris
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Welcome Message
From the Head of Delegation 



Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being
and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity;
The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of
the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of
race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition;
The health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace
and security and is dependent on the fullest cooperation of individuals
and States;
The achievement of any State in the promotion and protection of
health is of value to all;
Unequal development in different countries in the promotion of health
and control of diseases, especially communicable disease, is a
common danger;
Healthy development of the child is of basic importance; the ability to
live harmoniously in a changing total environment is essential to such
development;
The extension to all peoples of the benefits of medical, psychological
and related knowledge is essential to the fullest attainment of health;
Informed opinion and active co-operation on the part of the public are
of the utmost importance in the improvement of the health of the
people;
Governments have a responsibility for the health of their people, which
can be fulfilled only by the provision of adequate health and social
measures;

The WHO is the directing and coordinating authority on international
health within the United Nations’ system. It was created when its
Constitution came into force on the 7th of April 1948, a date now
celebrated every year as ‘World Health Day’. More than 7000 people from
over 150 countries work for WHO across national and regional offices, as
well as its headquarters in Geneva.

The WHO remains committed to the principles that are set out in the
preamble of its Constitution:

Introduction to the WHO World
Health Assembly Special Session

The World Health Organization
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Providing leadership on matters critical to health and engaging in
partnerships where joint action is needed;
Shaping the research agenda and stimulating the generation,
translation and dissemination of valuable knowledge;
Setting norms and standards and promoting and monitoring their
implementation;
Articulating ethical and evidence-based policy options;
Providing technical support, catalysing change, and building
sustainable institutional capacity;
Monitoring the health situation and assessing health trends.

The WHO is the directing and coordinating authority on international
health within the United Nations’ system. WHO does this through:
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This special session was the 2nd special session in the history of the
World Health Assemblies due to its utmost importance in reflecting
on the COVID-19 pandemic situation and how it unleashed the
existing health inequities and fragilities in our health system and
guiding documents, with the International Health Regulations (2005)
at the top of the list
. 
This required member states and all stakeholders to consider
learning the lessons from the pandemic and have this special session
of the WHA to discuss one agenda point of “Consideration of the
benefits of developing a WHO convention, agreement or other
international instrument on pandemic preparedness and response
with a view towards the establishment of an intergovernmental
process to draft and negotiate such a convention, agreement or
other international instrument on pandemic preparedness and
response, taking into account the report of the Working Group on
Strengthening WHO Preparedness and Response to Health
Emergencies.”

The session concluded with the adoption of the decision of
establishing an intergovernmental negotiating body to draft and
negotiate a WHO convention, agreement or other international
instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness and response,
with the engagement of all Member States and Non-State Actors,
through an evidence-based approach “taking into account the
discussions and outcomes of the Member States Working Group on
Strengthening WHO Preparedness and Response to Health
Emergencies, considering the need for coherence and
complementarity between the process of developing the new
instrument and the ongoing work under resolution WHA74.7,
particularly with regard to implementation and strengthening of the
IHR (2005)”

The outcome should be ready for consideration in the 77th World
Health Assembly 2024.

The Second Special Session of
the World Health Assembly
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The International Federation of Medical Students’ Associations
(IFMSA) is the largest international student organization and aims to
serve medical students all over the world. Currently, the IFMSA
represents 1.3 million medical students through its 145 National
Member Organizations. Its vision is a world in which all medical
students unite for global health and are equipped with the
knowledge, skills and values to take on health leadership roles locally
and globally.

The IFMSA is an independent, non-political organization, founded in
1951, and is officially recognized as a Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO) within the United Nations and recognized as a non-state actor
in Official Relations by the World Health Organization (WHO).

Official Relations with WHO started back in 1969, when the
collaboration resulted in the organization of a symposium on
‘Programmed Learning in Medical Education’, as well as
immunology and tropical medicine programs. In the following years,
IFMSA and WHO collaborated in the organization of a number of
workshops and training programs. 

In the present day, IFMSA collaborates with the WHO through
various departments, programs and projects. The IFMSA has a
Liaison Officer to the World Health Organization who is responsible
for fostering the established partnership between IFMSA and WHO.
This is done by bringing medical students to WHO (through
delegations to meetings, collaboration with WHO on different
activities and events) and by bringing WHO to medical students
(through general updates and communication, and inviting WHO
staff to IFMSA events). The Liaison Officer to the World Health
Organization is also involved in organizing the Youth Pre World
Health Assembly (Youth PreWHA). The Liaison Officer to the World
Health Organization can be contacted through lwho@ifmsa.org.

IFMSA and the World Health
Organization
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Every year, IFMSA hosts a Youth Pre World Health Assembly
(Youth PreWHA) in the days preceding the WHA. Launched in
2013, the PreWHA has become an important event for the
IFMSA and the broader youth community engaged in health.
The event aims to educate and empower future leaders in
health while developing a collaborative approach to youth
participation at the WHA. The IFMSA delegation to the
Executive Board Meeting plays an important role in preparing
the delegates to the World Health Assembly since important
agenda items providing insights into the happenings at the
WHA are discussed at the Executive Board Meeting. 

IFMSA Youth Pre World Health
Assembly
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The agenda of the Second Special Session of the World Health Assembly
was very unique, as compared to other World Health Assemblies. The
reason that it was unique was because there was one main agenda point
to be discussed. This was the potential new instrument towards pandemic
preparedness and response. The detailed agenda can be found here and
accompanying documentation here. As outlined earlier, the road towards
this instrument has now been adopted and it will be exciting to see what
comes next - IFMSA will be ready and willing to contribute every step of
the way. 

The Second Special Session of the
World Health Assembly Agenda

IFMSA Delegation to the 74th 
World Health Assembly Special Session

Delegate Name Affiliation

Iris Martine Blom
IFMSA Liaison Officer to the

World Health Organization, Head
of Delegation

Maria Inês Francisco Viva
IFMSA Vice-President for

External Affairs

Zainulabdeen Muthanna
Ibrahim Al-Badri

IFMSA Vice- President for
Capacity Building

Luregn von Planta
International Veterinary

Students’ Association Executive
Committee
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Kevin Alvaro Handoko
IFMSA Director of the Standing

Committee on Research
Exchange (SCORE)

Rajesh Sharma IFMSA Vice- President for
Finance

Mohamed Eissa IFMSA Liaison officer for Public
Health Issues 

Klaudia Szymuś 
IFMSA Liaison Officer for Sexual
and Reproductive Health and
Rights Issues, incl. HIV & AIDS

Klaudia Szymuś 
IFMSA Liaison Officer for Sexual
and Reproductive Health and
Rights Issues, incl. HIV & AIDS

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan
IFMSA Liaison Officer to Student

Organizations

Angelo Moreno
IFMSA Regional Director for the

Americas
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IFMSA Advocacy at the 2nd Special
Session of the World Health Assembly

IFMSA Official Statement

Non State Actors in official relations were invited to contribute with one statement
during this WHA. The IFMSA contributed with a statement supported by the IVSA, in
which we called for the meaningful engagement and participation of youth in the
development of this statement. The statement will be published and openly available
here. 

Gender Watch

During the whole meeting, only 6 statements in total included gender-related
issues in their statements, 5 of them only mentioned them. 
Canada is the only member state that reflected on multiple aspects of the
pandemic on different genders as a significant part of their statement.
On day 1, 3 out of 71 statements throughout the day at least mentioned gender
aspects in their speeches. 
The most common dimension addressed by speakers was gendered social and
economic impact of the pandemic. 

A Gender Watch is the process of tracking how gender-related issues were addressed
in the statements from all stakeholders. The methodology was different from what
we usually followed in external meetings (e.g. tracking gender of speakers) to address
the concerns related to the previous tool. 

Some outcomes we can conclude based on this Gender Watch:
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Youth Watch

During the whole meeting, 6 out of 206 statements in total had youth mentioned.
In 4 out of the 5 statements youth was only mentioned as a small part of the
statement. 
Only one statement was focusing on youth and it was delivered by a Non-state
actor. 
Two statements were focusing on youth engagement. 
One statement addressed youth issues. 

During this meeting and for the first time in an IFMSA delegation to a WHO high level
meeting we implemented the Youth Watch. The delegation followed up on every
statement delivered by Member states and non state actors to assess if youth was
part in their statements as action plans, achievements or in any other forms and the
result was as followed: 

Civil Society Watch 

During the whole meeting, 18 out of 206 statements in total included civil society-
related issues, 10 of these came from Member States.
Only in one statement civil society was a big part of the statement, in the rest it
was only mentioned.
UNAIDS was the only one that proposed Specific Plans for Engagement, as a
significant part of their statement.
On day 2, 14 out of 122 statements throughout the day at least mentioned civil
society in their speeches.
The most common dimension addressed by speakers was the whole of society
approach.

A civil society Watch is the process of tracking how society-related issues were
addressed in the statements from all stakeholders. 

Some outcomes we can conclude based on this civil society Watch:
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Do you know there is a Special Session of the WHA happening?
66% of the participants answered no
44% of the participants answered yes
 

Do you think a pandemic international agreement is needed?
88% of the participants answered yes
12% of the participants answered no

The Social Media Advocacy of the delegation consisted mostly in actions done on
Instagram and Twitter. 

The first step was sharing the delegation through our main platforms (Facebook and
Instagram Stories), so medical students will know who to follow up for updates of the
Special Session. 

Every day a summary of the most important aspects of the WHA were shared on
Instagram Stories. The stories also included polls to understand the engagement and
knowledge of our members about the Special Session of the WHA. 

On the final day, the decision about the treaty on pandemic responses and its
timeline was shared. We invited our members to continue being part of this journey
advocating for youth and medical students.

On Twitter, there were developed images with the most important quotes of the
Special Session. 6 images were created for this purpose. These ones were chosen
because they mentioned civil society or were directed to empower people. 

Social Media Advocacy 
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Delegates’ Experiences

Luregn von Planta | IVSA ExCo

"First, I want to thank all members of the delegation: Ines, Zain, Mohamed, Rajesh,
Angelo, Kevin, Klaudia, Ibrahim and Iris. It was a great experience to work with such
a great open minded, diverse, and enthusiastic team.
We were able to witness together this historic moment when the Member States of
WHO adopted to proceed with creating a pandemic treaty. Even if it will still be a
long way until it will be finalized, seeing the member states being united and
agreeing that better pandemic preparedness is necessary, makes me optimistic.
Even more, the fact that many have acknowledged the importance of a One Health
approach in pandemic prevention. 
We all have suffered in various ways from the pandemic but more important is what
we have gained. We have seen how fragile human society is and need now to grow
back even stronger. We should not forget that we the Youth need to be included in
future dialogs. This Pandemic Treaty will be our tool as future public health leaders
and it’s our responsibility to make our voices heard, to fight misinformation, and to
advocate for equity."

Rajesh Sharma | VPF

The WHA special Session was the historic event in which member states agreed to
work on a new instrument called Pandemic treaty. It was a wonderful experience to
see how Members States and Non-State Actors work together in this new accord
and it was historic on its own to have all the member states united for this treaty.
This treaty will strengthen the pandemic preparedness, response, reporting and
sharing of knowledge, resources, expertise within member states. This will help in
the fight of the current COVID pandemic and to prevent future pandemics. 

I would like to thank everyone from the delegation for the wonderful coordination
and work during the session. It was an amazing experience to work with these
wonderful people. I would like to stress the fact that it should include a
multidisciplinary team with inclusion of Non-States Actors and youths in the central
core of the pandemic treaty. 
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Delegates’ Experiences

Angelo Moreno | RD Americas

Being part of history is always great. This is the second time in history that the
World Health Assembly has a special session. This time to discuss the future
response of the world to a pandemic. 

Sadly, youth is not a main factor during the discussions or negotiations, however
being in the World Health Assembly gives you the perspective and the knowledge
to engage more in these discussions, also it helps you to understand the real
processes, geopolitics and diplomacy behind these decisions. This experience and
knowledge will help me for my future path and career.

Finally, participation is not only happening in an individual way, but a construction
of ideas, experiences and thoughts from all the delegation. 
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